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Steering Committee   
Meeting Minutes  
June 3, 2019 9 AM-11AM 
Port of Portland, 7200 NE Airport Way 
 

 
 

STEERING COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE (Quorum reached: 17 of 25 active positions represented) 
1. Catherine Amerson, City of Hillsboro Representative (for Tammy Bryan) 
2. Bob Cozzie, Public Safety Communications Discipline Representative 
3. Jay Jewess, Private Sector (Utilities) Representative 
4. Gene Juve, City of Vancouver Representative  
5. Scott Johnson, SC Vice Chair and CRESA EM 
6. Scott Lewis, City of Gresham and Fire/EMS Discipline Representative 
7. Martin Montalvo, Public Works Representative 
8. Mike Mumaw, SC Chair and Emergency Management Representative  
9. Mike Myers, City of Portland Representative 
10. Chris Neal, Port of Portland Representative 
11. Scott Porter, Washington County Representative and Past SC Chair 
12. Kathryn Richer, Health System Representative 
13. Joel Wendland, Law Enforcement Representative 
14. John Wheeler, Program Committee Chair 
15. Dr. Jennifer Vines, Public Health Representative 
16. Chris Voss, Immediate Past SC Chair, Multnomah County Representative 

 
RDPO Staff and Other Attendees: 

1. Denise Barrett, RDPO Manager 
2. Beth Crane, RDPO Grants Coordinator 
3. Laura Hanson, RDPO Regional Planning Coordinator 
4. Rob Mathis, Port of Portland Fire 
5. Eric Missman, RDPO Staff Assistant 
6. Jennifer Stacey, Port of Portland 
7. Greg Theisen, Port of Portland 
8. Nora Yotsov, Port of Portland 
9. Mexican Consul Dulce Maria Soledad Zamora Lezama 

 

 
1. Welcome, Introductions and Agenda Review – Mike Mumaw, Steering Committee Chair 

a. At 1:10pm, Chair Mumaw called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and asked for self-introductions.  

b. Meeting slides. 

 

2. Administrative Items – Mike Mumaw, Steering Committee Chair & Denise Barrett 

a. Chair Mumaw called for any changes or deletions for today’s agenda, with none being proposed. 

b. A motion was called to approve two sets of minutes: those from the Joint SC-PrC meeting held on 4/22/19, as 
well as the ones from the 5/6/2019 SC meeting. Mr. Jewess motioned to approve the 4/22 minutes with a 
second from Mr. Cozzie. For the 5/6/2019 minutes, Mr. Porter motioned for approval, with a second from Mr. 
Lewis. With no oppositions and no abstentions, all minutes are approved with no changes. 

 

3. May 31, 2019 Policy Committee (PC) Meeting Debrief – Mike Mumaw & Denise Barrett 
a. Disaster Service Worker Assignment 

i. While representatives from Vancouver and Gresham still need to complete the survey, all other 
jurisdictions active on the Policy Committee participated, which is very encouraging. Once results are 
reviewed in more detail, the PC has asked that we return with recommended actions or projects to 
move forward on this initiative.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1N78Kr6fcU1JD6IJvwD8XnRdhnB7qO9vH
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b. Legislative Items and State Resiliency Officer Reports 
i. At a high level, there is currently an abundance of resilience-oriented Oregon bills being tracked, many 

of which ride on the coattails of the governor’s 2025 Resiliency Strategy and OSSPAC’s SB 850 report 
on mass care and mass displacement following a Cascadia Subduction Zone earthquake. There is one 
overarching theme amongst many of these bills—if money is attached and not already factored into 
the governor’s budget (or has some other big push behind it), it will be extremely challenging to get 
passed. Many are also stuck in Ways and Means at present and have been for some time—we will be 
continuing to monitor and see if there is anything we can do to move them forward. A few to note: 

1. HB 2206, which would create a statewide program under the State Fire Marshal to evaluate 
the condition of buildings after an emergency and determine whether the buildings may be 
safely occupied. The RDPO has actively advocated for this bill to pass. 

2. HB 2565, which would authorize approximately $3.6 million in funding ($100k to every county 
via OEM) to fund emergency management staff. The bill would likely get signed if it lands on 
the governor’s desk, but is currently in Ways and Means, and not in the governor’s budget. 

3. HB 2208, the bill asking for $20 million from lottery funding for seismic retrofitting of URM 
buildings has also been sitting in Ways and Means for some time and is not in the governor’s 
budget. Unlikely to pass this session. 

ii. There was much discussion in the meeting surrounding the CEI Hub, with State Resilience Officer, Mike 
Harryman noting SB 95, which would have required owners of tanks/terminals/pipelines to perform 
risk assessments, was shot down. Multnomah County Commissioner Sharon Meieran shared on the 
County’s efforts to research instituting a fossil fuel risk bond policy, which would require fuel 
infrastructure owners and operators to be accountable for costs associated with the environmental 
damage caused by their facilities post-earthquake or other event. There was also talk of collaboration 
between OSSPAC and other agencies / jurisdictions during the PC meeting, which was a positive sign. 

iii. In addition to the points above, Mr. Harryman reported at the PC meeting on the multi-modal 
transportation assessment project (the RRAP) currently being conducted through the Oregon 
Protective Service Advisor’s Office for the state of Oregon’s roads, rail systems, aviation, and ports 
(with special emphasis on airports and logistics post-Cascadia earthquake event). The report findings 
are preliminary and For Official Use Only (FOUO). Work is currently underway to find out what it would 
take for us to be able to access the report.  

iv. Lastly, from a federal advocacy standpoint, the President’s 2020 budget has been released and a lot of 
grant funding has been slashed. During the PC meeting, consensus was gained to have Denise write a 
letter to our bi-state delegation to share our views on the budget and how these cuts will impact our 
work. The letter will be drafted and sent out for review next week. 

 
4. NGO Representative Vacancy – Mike Mumaw & Denise Barrett 

a. Ms. Barrett opened this agenda item by sharing that Cara Sloman, long-time Steering Committee member and 
Regional Disaster Program Officer for the American Red Cross Cascades Region is retiring. As this will leave the 
current NGO Representative position on the committee vacant for the first time since the Steering Committee’s 
inception, we would like to explore other opportunities to engage the nonprofit sector while also pursuing 
whether the Red Cross is able to appoint a replacement representative. The Steering Committee SOP call for an 
NGO rep, but does not require that it be a Red Cross appointee. If there is consensus that we appoint an interim 
NGO representative until further options are explored or a decision is made, that is another option on the table 
as well.  

b. Discussion/Questions. Mr. Porter commented that if Mercy Corps is interested, they may be a viable candidate 
to represent NGOs, but asked whether the Red Cross has expressed interest as they are so plugged in and 
involved in our plans. Ms. Barrett indicated that Cara Sloman wrote to her directly regarding her departure and 
will be checking in with her boss, new Red Cross Cascades Region CEO Dale Kunce, on whether they will have 
the bandwidth. She also added Mercy Corps would likely be interested, and they have expressed specific 
interest in working with nonprofits on continuity planning which could be more of an entry point. CareOregon 
could be another option, but they are more driven toward REMTEC. The discussion was closed for now with 
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Denise indicating she will conduct further research, explore options and bring back to the table for discussion or 
decision in August.  

c. At this point, the Mexican Consul Dulce Maria Soledad Zamora Lezama, who offered to pop into the SC meeting 
while on a different mission to the Port of Portland, introduced herself. She shared information on her 
emergency management experience and desire to see collaboration between the emergency management 
community in our region and the Mexican Consulate. 

 

5. Program Committee (PrC) and Grant Reports – John Wheeler & Beth Crane 

a. Chair Mumaw called on Program Committee Chair John Wheeler and RDPO Grants Coordinator Beth Crane to 
provide a brief grant status report. Ms. Crane shared that she and PBEM Finance are in the process of closing 
out UASI FY’2016; county contracts for FY’2017 have been established. For 2018, about half of the IGAs are 
executed and in good shape. 

b. Mr. Wheeler reported on progress of the Disaster Sanitation Task Force’s SOP update, sharing that the PrC had 
a few comments and amendment suggestions, which Justin Ross (TF Chair) will take back to address.  

c. Mr. Wheeler shared highlights of the PrC’s 2019 pipeline process hot wash discussions. Key takeaways were: 1) 
review proposal scoring process and how we weight the questions and the criteria, 2) look at a grant review 
committee approach, and 3) ensure there are associated plans in place along with higher dollar recurring 
equipment and supply requests. At the PrC level, there is support for those ideas and already some interest in 
getting a small review committee together, so the scoring is not left entirely up to Ms. Barrett and Ms. Crane. 

d. Mr. Wheeler said the PrC also discussed the scoring factors themselves, as well as interest in making sure 
proposals crossing more than one committee have full support from all who may be involved. Ms. Crane shared 
that over the summer she will look at the criteria checklist and include PrC members and other RDPO 
stakeholders who may want to help look at the scoring aspects of the process and bring back updates to the 
Program Committee in August or September.  

e. Mr. Wheeler ended with a note of appreciation on the great work from Ms. Crane and the RDPO management 
and staff—expressing that every year we see higher quality proposals and deeper levels of coordination.  

f. On implementation of an equity advisor role as part of the Program Committee, the PrC had some in-depth 
discussion on this at their last meeting, hoping to answer some questions regarding what responsibilities they 
should have, and where should they come from? Discussions were inconclusive, with some concerns 
surrounding whether it would be a realistic expectation for a non-voting member to attend all meetings, as we 
do not wish to put unnecessary burden on anyone. One idea on the table currently is to hire a consultant to 
provide some shorter-term support to the Program Committee to help define our plans around equity and how 
to implement those plans as they pertain to the RDPO. The consultant could also possibly support us in some 
training and tool development in hopes that at some point we could self-train and become our own equity 
advisors. Further discussions are planned on this topic in the coming days.  

g. Ms. Crane and Mr. Wheeler provided a quick update on the UASI FY’2019 grant application package, which 
came in at $3.25 million. The only item finalized late was funding for the water planning project(s), which 
turned out to be around $50k. DHS/FEMA Grant Program Directorate will inform OEM by the end of the 
summer if our application is approved.   

h. Full summary of the RDPO’s FY ’19 Application Package.  

 

6. NW Oregon Health Preparedness Organization (NWHPO) Home Agency Transition - Kathryn Richer, Health System 
Representative to the Steering Committee 

a. Chair Mumaw called on Ms. Richer to present on the history, significant achievements and upcoming HPO Staff 
Transition to OHA/HSPR. Presentation slides | HPO History | HPO Significant Achievements. 

b. Questions/Discussion. Chair Mumaw inquired as to whether we might expect any cuts in funding given the 
transition over to becoming a state agency. Ms. Richer said no, funding comes through the Hospital 
Preparedness Program and their Steering Committee moved funds around for staffing. Mr. Porter asked if the 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1V-Nqed9N-i5SS18KwWHRJx66-XlWuEtZ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1XWnOiNss0RrfEX0AsbEdrwRYrfK6mkk1
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1uNTIHzO2BT76dV19bc8ZJTk6k83Eopy7
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1oBHP5B2gs3LrXxZj-FxzKsbKpN0EuLgc


For Steering Committee review and approval (V2) 

Page 4  Meeting Minutes 

MAC coordination role will change due to this transition, with Ms. Richer indicating the state is very supportive 
of this, and it’s been assured not to change.  

7. Regional Multi-Agency Coordination System Maintenance Project Update – Kathryn Richer & Denise Barrett 
a. Ms. Barrett kicked off by updating on the RMACS project, sharing the overarching planning and work toward 

developing a multidisciplinary MAC group that has been ongoing for several years. Maintenance is now being 
handled by MACS Coordinators, including Ms. Barrett and Ms. Richer, with project reporting through 
emergency management directors. Ms. Barrett recalled that the SC had approved $25K under both UASI FY’17 
and FY’19 in maintenance activities and $24,500 for a two-year SOW. 

b. Ms. Richer shared on outcomes of the recent Health Medical MAC Group workshop and TTX.  
i. She said the group reviewed Hospital/HPO play during the recent PACE exercise, including an example 

of an order placed by the HPO to OEM, who then passed it onto OHA, which was based on the RMACS 
development of a “hospital headquarter resource ordering model.” In this approach, a hospital 
system’s headquarters can order through the county EOC in which they are located, including for 
multiple hospitals located in other counties. While executed successfully during PACE, the Health-
Medical MAC is working to ensure OEM and OHA fully support the model.   

ii. Regarding Health-Medical MAC membership, Ms. Richer shared that Clark County Public Health will 
not be serving at the table officially due to the challenges of working under more restrictive 
governance and legal authorities in Washington. However, liaisons would be in constant 
communication during a public health emergency to continue fostering good partnerships and 
collaboration. Mr. Porter commented on the new NIMS requirement for MAC Group members to have 
completed the classroom-based E0402 ICS course with Ms. Barrett indicating we will try to translate 
the curriculum to JIT training for those in this role. 

8. Regional Catastrophic Preparedness Grant Program (RCPGP) – Laura Hanson & Beth Crane 
a. Chair Mumaw called on Laura Hanson and Beth Crane to present and gain feedback or endorsement on this 

exciting grant opportunity, which has an extremely short application deadline of July 8. Notice of Funding 
Opportunity. Ms. Hanson believes we would have a competitive ranking position due to our ability to 
demonstrate regional partnerships. There are two potential tracks we should look to focus on: housing or 
logistics/supply chain management, with preference so far on the latter. Ms. Barrett then added some input 
based on recent conversations with the Resource Management Committee—sharing there is consensus they 
like the idea of taking the systems approach, and with so much work already completed in attempt to put the 
pieces together for movement of commodities and associated equipment, it would be nice to finally consolidate 
efforts. Ms. Crane reported budget-wise, if we hired a position for the project, such as a Coordinator II, we 
would have about $1 million left to bring in consultants or subject matter experts. 

b. Questions/Discussion.  
i. Ms. Richer commented the grant opportunity times perfectly with her group’s work on the 

Catastrophic System of Medical Care-- also probably three years of work.  
ii. Mr. Porter cautioned on the amount of bandwidth anyone might have to do more work and wants to 

be sure everyone is aware of what they would be buying into in terms of commitment.  
iii. Chair Mumaw asked when we envision having the funding in place, and whether other ongoing 

regional projects might be completed by then. Ms. Crane answered the grant would likely be awarded 
this fall, and is directly sourced through the federal government, so the process would not involve 
OEM. Ms. Hanson added the Recovery Framework project is closing out this summer, with Fuel and 
ETR projects currently underway, and DOGAMI/ECONW coming off our plates as well.  

iv. Mr. Porter inquired which jurisdiction or agency would be the applicant, wanting to know if it would be 
the City of Portland specifically. Answer: yes, it would be the City of Portland/PBEM. 

v. Mr. Wheeler asked how we might come up with project specifics to make it in time for the application 
deadline. Ms. Hanson recommended engaging stakeholders as soon as possible and potentially holding 
a design workshop. 

c. Mr. Mumaw closed by receiving consensus from Steering Committee members for RDPO staff to move forward 
with key stakeholders to finalize the concept and have the SC vote on it through Survey Monkey. If a majority of 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ph-dW0NOXQXFNlb2CtAb90OWnb6oLHHm
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ph-dW0NOXQXFNlb2CtAb90OWnb6oLHHm
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SC members approve the concept, the RDPO staff, together with the Resource Management Committee, may 
proceed with the grant application.   

 
9. Dr. Lucy Jones Workshop Opportunity – Denise Barrett 

a. Caltech Seismologist, Dr. Lucy Jones will be in-residence at the University of Oregon in October 2019 and has 
offered to conduct a workshop for us on October 17, to align with the Great Shakeout, with the RDPO being 
responsible for food and lodging costs for Dr. Jones and one colleague. RDPO stakeholders can decide together 
how we want to shape the event, focusing either on earthquakes or all-hazards, and Ms. Barrett proposed 
forming a small event planning committee to discuss our needs and gaps, the budget, as well as what we want 
to gain from this. The Steering Committee could then give their blessing or express any further concerns via 
email, or in-person at their meeting in August.  

b. Questions/Discussion. Chair Mumaw, citing conversations earlier in the meeting regarding bandwidth and the 
added workload of the proposed Catastrophic Preparedness Grant application, shared that he likes the idea but 
attempting to plan something like this right now may not be the best use of time. Ms. Barrett agreed, and 
added that Dr. Jones will be available at other public speaking engagements (e.g., OEMA Annual Conference 
and the Portland City Club), where we could learn from her and engage her in topics of interest and not 
necessarily spend resources planning a full-fledged workshop. For now, the Steering Committee has decided to 
gracefully decline the offer, but Denise will express that we may be interested in asking Dr. Jones to work with 
the RDPO in the future when the timing is better.  

 

10. Good of the Order and Adjournment – Chair Mumaw and All 

a. Mr. Montalvo reported that, in a recent meeting, the Public Works Work Group (PWWG) discussed the 
previously proposed water treatment plant funding and the Steering Committee’s decision to move forward 
with it as a planning project instead. In theory, he believes the PWWG can support this, but additional time is 
needed to work with Regional Water Providers Consortium members to get a plan in place.  

b. Mr. Voss shared that Multnomah County is working to engage with OEM on SHSP grant funding, with a focus on 
reducing administrative burdens. Also, FEMA has awarded the county an opportunity to host an Integrated 
Emergency Management (IEM) course, which will be a 4-day event and is slated for the summer of 2020.  

c. Mr. Montalvo shared that planning efforts are underway for an upcoming two-day exercise with the scenario of 
a fuel line rupture in Wilsonville.  

d. Mr. Porter recommended to all that they look at recent NIMS training updates as there are various revisions to 
trainings required for EOC staffing. Webinars are available for most to provide a deeper dive.  

e. Mr. Cozzie took an opportunity to extend a welcome to Mike Myers, PBEM’s new Director and City of Portland 
Representative to the SC.  

f. Mr. Theisen shared that the Port of Portland is at work on seismic resilience planning. Reportedly, the City of 
Memphis has done some similar work, and San Francisco also possesses some findings on how runways are 
affected by earthquakes but is currently not doing anything about it.  

g. Mr. Jewess reported on some efforts surrounding a disaster logistics plan for PGE, including a Concept of 
Operations for resources, fuel planning and staging areas of interest.  

h. Ms. Yotsov shared the Port’s triennial exercise is upcoming in 2020, with planning kickoff on July 9. The exercise 
will have FEMA National Exercise Division and contractor support. 

.  

11. Chair Mumaw thanked the Port of Portland for hosting and adjourned the meeting at 3:05pm. 


