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Steering Committee 
Meeting Minutes  
February 4, 2019, 1:00-3:00pm 
Metro, 600 NE Grand Ave., Portland 
 

 

STEERING COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE (Quorum reached: 14 of 25 active positions represented) 
1. Jerry Allen, City of Beaverton Representative 
2. Christina Baumann, Public Health Representative 
3. Tammy Bryan, City of Hillsboro Representative 
4. Nancy Bush, Clackamas County Representative and Past SC Chair 
5. Bob Cozzie, Public Safety Communications Discipline Representative and Past SC Chair 
6. Rebecca Geisen, Regional Water Providers Consortium Representative 
7. Scott Johnson, SC Vice Chair, Clark County Representative 
8. Gene Juve, City of Vancouver Representative  
9. Scott Lewis, City of Gresham Representative 
10. Martin Montalvo, Public Works Representative 
11. Mike Mumaw, SC Chair, Emergency Management Representative (2 positions) 
12. Courtney Patterson, City of Portland Representative 
13. Chris Voss, Immediate Past SC Chair and Multnomah County Representative 
14. John Wheeler, Program Committee Chair 

RDPO Staff and Other Attendees: 
1. Rich Austria, Special Agent in Charge (SAC), Oregon Department of Justice 
2. Denise Barrett, RDPO Manager 
3. Dacia Grayber, Tualatin Valley Fire and Rescue 
4. Laura Hall, RDPO Communications Coordinator  
5. Eric Missman, RDPO Staff Assistant 
6. Curtis Peetz, Mass Sheltering Task Force, American Red Cross 
7. Greg Shortreed, RDPO Logistics Coordinator 
8. Sasha Pollack, Metro 
9. Jim Quinn, Planner, Metro 

        
1. Welcome Introductions, and Agenda Review – Mike Mumaw, Committee Chair 

a. At 1:07pm, Chair Mumaw called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and asked for self-introductions.  

b. Meeting slides. 

 

2. Administrative Items – Mike Mumaw, Committee Chair 

a. Chair Mumaw asked for comments regarding previous meeting minutes and called for a motion to approve. 
Mr. Lewis motioned, with a second from Ms. Geisen. All approved, no opposed. (Note: the presence of an 
adequate number of voting members fluctuated during the meeting, so this agenda item was conducted later 
in the meeting, out of order). 

 

3. TITAN Fusion Center Update and Intelligence Analyst Quarterly Work Plan – Rich Austria and Courtney Ramsey, ODOJ 

a. SAC Rich Austria from ODOJ provided an overview and update on Oregon TITAN Fusion Center (OTFC) 
activities, responsibilities and current initiatives. He explained that five (5) personnel are responsible for 
supporting every law enforcement agency across the state. The OTFC is one of 79 across the country and can 
access 30+ databases to gather and locate information in support of criminal and terrorist activity 
investigations. The center has tracked an uptick in human and sex trafficking crimes over the last several years 
and is currently in the process of writing a threat assessment to outline law enforcement deficiencies 
throughout the state. SAC Austria explained the specific areas of responsibility for the current Fusion Center 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=17iZ9I8pCy5qfBlwixgPtnITyy-qaoBWU


Page 2  Meeting Minutes 

staff: a human trafficking coordinator, UASI Analyst (Courtney Ramsey), analysts responsible for critical 
infrastructure support and law enforcement case support, as well as a Fusion Liaison Officer.  

i. Questions: Courtney Patterson asked what is the TFC doing regarding white supremacist and related 
hate groups? Mr. Ramsey answered if it pertains to a crime, they can work with it, and added that 
activity from these groups increases further south in the state and made mention of some isolated 
recruitment efforts throughout Oregon for KKK and some newer groups. SAC Austria added that, 
unless you have terrorist activity or a criminal case, the TFC does not investigate and does not always 
get informed of what groups are doing.  

ii. Ms. Patterson shared that some high schools are seeing recruitment for white supremacist groups, 
adding that games like “Fortnite” are known to be used in such efforts. She encouraged a dialogue 
about these issues and work on education for teachers. Mr. Ramsey commented that he will be 
participating in some upcoming trainings on this subject matter and will be better equipped 
afterward to take what he learns to the community. 

b. Given time constraints, other components of this presentation were postponed to the end of the meeting. 

 
4. Status of Measles Outbreak in the Region – Christina Baumann, Tri-County Health Officer & Scott Johnson, CRESA  

a. Mr. Johnson shared information about the current measles outbreak and associated health emergency 
declaration in Clark County. Currently, there are 49 confirmed cases (with 42 of these cases being un-
immunized) and 9 suspect cases. He said the emergency declaration will be in effect at least until the end of 
the month. The county public health webpage has a current list of exposure sites, with no new sites being 
discovered over the last several days. Regarding lessons learned thus far, Mr. Johnson recommended asking 
for help early, and to get ahead of public information (push lots of verified information to counter 
misinformation).  

b. Ms. Baumann added that Oregon has one confirmed case and multiple public exposures -- specifically in NE 
Portland and in Deschutes County. On the public health preparedness front, there has been lots of 
coordination with Clark County and the Washington State Department of Health. Currently, there has not 
been any mobilization into any sort of an ICS structure. In general, they are simply fielding a lot of calls from 
healthcare providers and staffing a 24/7 public call line which has been very active.  

i. Questions / comments: Mr. Johnson added there has been significant difficulties in adults verifying 
immunization status. Ms. Geisen asked about boosters, and how many are needed to be properly 
immunized. Ms. Baumann answered this is a very effective vaccine, and any second dose is not a 
booster, but rather just a catch-all. School age children will typically receive two MMRs for best 
chance of immunity, and adults receive one unless they work in a healthcare role, then receive two.  

 

5. Policy Committee Meeting Review & RDPO’s Role on Legislation/Issues – Mike Mumaw and Denise Barrett, RDPO 
Manager 

a. During the 1/25 Policy Committee Meeting, members saw a presentation on Unreinforced Masonry Buildings 
(URMs) and an associated grant program that would provide incentive funding for seismic retrofits, which the 
committee would like to support. Mr. Mumaw also commented on the fact that we have never seen such a 
volume of resilience and preparedness-oriented legislation. There are 14 bills included in the handout for 
review in order to determine if we want the Policy Committee to consider supporting more than Oregon H.B. 
2208 and Washington SB5557.  

b. Vancouver representative to the Steering Committee, Gene Juve, would like us to affirm the role the RDPO 
Policy Committee should play and what specifically we are asking elected officials to do / who are we asking 
them to represent? Chair Mumaw explains it is each jurisdiction’s option to go to boards, councils, elected 
officials, etc. to lobby and work toward putting these bills on respective legislative agendas. Mr. Wheeler 
added that the practice has tended towards asking the Policy Committee to sign onto certain letters of 
support for a bill. Mr. Juve brought forth the idea that when Policy Committee members sign onto such 
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letters, it should be clarified they are signing as member of the RDPO, or more specifically, having the RDPO 
Manager or Committee Chair sign, then indicating who is on the committee rather than asking each one 
individually to endorse. Chair Mumaw indicated in fact, the signer is indeed representing their respective 
jurisdiction or agency, as well as showing support via RDPO committee membership.  

c. Mr. Juve also expressed concern relating to some members of the Policy Committee feeling uncomfortable as 
a representative for an entity in the State of Washington signing on to support something in Oregon 
legislation, and that perhaps a whitepaper or talking points about how we see this working is necessary. 
Denise commented she will look at putting something like this together, affirming what this organization can 
and should do. We want everyone to have a level of comfort, and do not desire to convey an image of 
lobbying in these cases. We simply want to get ahead of legislation to recognize and form positions on issues 
we care about. Mr. Juve also expressed concern surrounding our regional recovery planning and framework 
and indicated he would like to have a representative from FEMA Region X explain how funds will be 
administered with all the separate distribution systems and controls throughout the region. [Request taken 
under consideration for a future meeting topic.] 

d. FY ’19-20 Local Cost Share Methodology has been approved by the Policy Committee, except for Clark County 
and TriMet representatives (who must approve as Core Group members, according to the RDPO IGA. Denise is 
already following up to secure those approvals.  

e. Votes were finalized for PC committee support of the letter to Governor Brown. Denise submitted the letter to 
the Governor’s Office.  

f. There were lots of questions on the topic of Disaster Workforce and shared worker agreements, and 
specifically on how this would stand with labor unions. It was clarified that each jurisdiction must do their own 
due diligence to find out how this applies. Denise indicated she will be working to frame an email to Policy 
Committee members, so everyone is aware of what questions they need to answer to move forward on this. 
Ms. Patterson said it may be a good idea to create definitions and clarify terminology (i.e. “shared” or 
“stranded” worker, etc.) in this area to get everyone on the same page.  

g. Denise also spoke briefly about HB 2208 / SB 5557 (also in the URM category), and reported she sent an email 
to Policy Committee members last week asking them to share the information with their respective boards 
and councils and determine if they could give their support as RDPO members to one or both bills. Beaverton 
representative to the PC, Marc San Soucie had previously voiced some concerns from his city attorney 
regarding using online voting tools, so it may become necessary to conduct a phone call instead to obtain the 
votes. 

h. Chair Mumaw opened discussion on Oregon state bills listed in the handout (see 5a above) and called for 
comments on any that are missing or on those we have added but may not want to endorse. Mr. Cozzie 
mentioned he would like to see a 911-related bill, HB 2449, added. Denise will setup a survey and work on 
determining a process to track interest and feedback from the group. Ms. Patterson mentioned HB 2565, 
which directs the Oregon Military Department to issue grants to counties for purposes of hiring emergency 
management agency personnel and commented on the fact that only counties are eligible—we should make 
note, and we would likely want to support this bill with the change that cities over a certain size could be 
eligible as well. Denise closed by reporting she participates in the Oregon State Resiliency Officer’s Friday bill 
tracking phone call to get updates and to provide feedback on bills of RDPO interest. 

 
6. Program Committee and Grants Report – John Wheeler, Program Committee Chair & Denise Barrett 

a. The PrC met last Tuesday and conducted a thorough review of remaining project proposals, which all look very 
well coordinated. Next up will be the prioritization phase and preparing for the March 4th Joint meeting of the 
Program and Steering Committees. Total projects valued at ~ $2.5 million for all. 

b. Denise inquired as to whether a summary of the proposed UAV/COA project should be prepared and sent to 
the Policy Committee for their awareness, as the SC had earlier requested. Chair Mumaw said to hold off for 
now. 

 
7. Regional Mass Shelter Task Force Update – Curtis Peetz, Red Cross 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1k9NjEDw-HOeBfKP0iWZGXwIkpyLW2fD5
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1XRpXm0862NoE1X_BB_CPmMh6w8IuGSJZ


Page 4  Meeting Minutes 

a. Mr. Peetz gave a brief review of the task force’s accomplishments. Work is ongoing to improve the shelter 
toolkit and focus on planning and how to do a better job of that. He indicated the task force has been effective 
at information-sharing, and that more information to share is in development. Mr. Wheeler commented on 
the positive work toward improving the toolkit, which will provide a lot of resources for shelter planning to the 
region, so we can better integrate and unify how we are doing shelters.   

 

8. UASI Analyst Work Plan – Courtney Ramsey, UASI Analyst 
a. Courtney provided a brief overview of his quarterly work plan, with an emphasis on attending more upcoming 

trainings, including one covering domestic extremism subject matter. 
b. He also discussed the National Special Security Events (NSSE) Special Event Assessment Rating System (SEAR), 

which illustrates the information that is needed to nominate an event for DHS consideration. The 2019 Excel 
spreadsheet will be forwarded to the group as a follow up to this meeting. Ms. Patterson inquired who is 
responsible for conducting the ratings. Mr. Ramsay said this responsibility falls on DHS Protective Security 
Officer Chass Jones and ODOE/TITAN Fusion Center CI/KR Program Coordinator Shannon Marheine. Denise 
asked for clarification on the deadline for the next rating cycle? Mr. Ramsey did not know the exact deadline. 
Chair Mumaw asked if we can obtain a bulleted list of key items, topics or focal points that would be triggers. 
Mr. Ramsey recommended submitting events that will have more than ~2k attendees, or anything large and 
out in the open.  

 

9. RDPO Planning Projects – Denise Barrett 
a. Our Regional Recovery Conference takes place next week, and the planning is shaping up nicely. We are still 

looking for sign-ups, and an email encouraging Steering and Policy Committee members to attend will be sent 
out soon. [Note: this event was later postposed to March 11-12, 2019 due to winter weather concerns.] 

 

10. Good of the Order – Mike Mumaw, Committee Chair 
a. Denise shared that the RDPO Annual Report is now available, and thanked Laura Hall for helping to put it 

together. Our 2019 Consolidated Committee Calendar is also available, and will be made into a Google 
document with the link being shared to committee members later this week. 

b. Denise introduced Greg Shortreed, the new RDPO Logistics Coordinator and sixth staff member. Greg 
expressed to the group he is happy to be part of the team and has been busy getting up to speed. He will 
reach out to stakeholders as appropriate to schedule meetings and further introduce himself. 

c. Jerry Allen asked whether it would be possible to highlight bills in the tracker that were specific to the letter 
submitted to Governor Brown recently. Denise said she would be happy to add this level of detail to the 
tracker. 

 
11. Adjournment – Mike Mumaw, Committee Chair 

a. Chair Mumaw adjourned the meeting at 2:50pm. 
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